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i INTRODUCTION

Costal chondrosarcoma is a rare
malignant tumor. Its occurrence in
the first rib poses significant diagnostic
and therapeutic challenges due to the
complex anatomy of the thoracic inlet.
Atypical clinical presentations may
delay diagnosis and impact
management.
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METHODS

We report a case series of three
patients treated for first rib
chondrosarcoma at the Department
of Thoracic Surgery, Abderrahmane
Mami Hospital (Ariana). All patients
initially presented with atypical
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All patients presented with isolated cervicobrachial neuralgia
without evident thoracic symptoms.

A thoracic swelling appeared in 2 patients after a mean
delay of 5 months.

Cervicothoracic imaging (CT and MRI) showed involvement
of the anterior arch of the first rib in 2 cases and the
posterior arch in 1 case.

The lesion was left-sided in 2 patients and right-sided
in 1 patient.
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First rib chondrosarcoma may present
as isolated cervicobrachial neuralgia
without thoracic signs, leading to
delayed diagnosis.

RESULTS
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Early imaging is essential in such
atypical presentations.
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IMAGING FINDINGS

FIGURE 1. Coronal contrast-enhanced CT scan showing an invasive mass arising from the anterior
arc of the first rib.

Complete surgical resection with negative margins remains

the cornerstone of treatment when feasible, whereas
unresectable cases require a multidisciplinary approach.




