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Introduction
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WHAT CAN WE LEARN 
FROM THE LUNG CANCER 

LIVING ROOM®
THAT COULD INFORM:

HEALTH LITERACY HEALTH EQUITY

LEAD TO REAL-WORLD 
INSIGHTS



Communication barriers are well documented

Limits patients' ability to obtain, understand, and use health information.
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Complex medical 

language 

Inconsistent 
communication 

Cultural and 
linguistic 

differences 



Forum for patients, caregivers, and 
advocates

• Launched in 2009

• Started in San Francisco

• Added traveling sessions in the US, Central, 
South America

• Lung Cancer and related topics vary each 
month

• In person, live online + recorded sessions for 
easy accessibility

Provides Education, Support, Community
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Expert-led Living Room® sessions; 
Address challenges and actionable solutions.



Methods
Reviewed Lung Cancer Living Room 

sessions from the last calendar year 
Identified recurring health equity, health 

literacy themes 
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Results 

Three themes identified:

1. Need for expanding 
Screening Awareness

• More education in primary 
care/community settings 

• Visible LDCT educational 
materials 

• Focus on rural communities 
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2. Promote Respectful Communication

• Avoid stigmatizing language 

• Encourage open discussions about 
smoking history 

3. Improve Clinical Trial Access

• Explain trials using plain language 

• Address rural travel barriers 

• Leverage nurse navigators to connect 
patients with trials
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Results



Conclusion
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Community-based models like the Lung Cancer Living Room®
are critical for identifying real-world barriers 

Improving outcomes requires: 

Earlier, clearer 
communication 

Reducing stigma in 
messaging 

Expanding navigation 
and support systems 



Thank you
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We sincerely thank the following individuals for their subject matter expertise and LR 
contributions:

Dr. Bryant Lin, MD, Meng, Clinical Professor of Medicine

Alison Sachs, MSW, LMSW, LSW, FAOSW

Please feel free to reach out to the GO2 Lung Cancer Team with any questions:

Lanni Boyd, MPH, Senior Director, Corporate Relations & Strategic Partnerships
lboyd@go2.org
Maureen Rigney, LICSW, Senior Director, Support Programs and Psychosocial Care
mrigney@go2.org
Chaya Estrin-Lebovic, MPH, Coordinator, Lung Cancer Registry 
clebovic@go2.org
Danielle Hicks, Co-Interim Chief Executive Officer & Chief Patient Officer
dhicks@go2.org
Michelle Zeh, Senior Manager, Support Programs and Events
mzeh@go2.org
Matthew Reiss, MSE, PhD, Manager, Precision Medicine & Navigation
mreiss@go2.org
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