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• Lung cancer screening (LCS) programmes 
are expanding across Europe

• Education and training of all stakeholders 
involved in LCS have long been recognized 
as essential components of high-quality 
programmes1,2,3,4

• A comprehensive and standardized 
approach to multidisciplinary training in 
Europe has not yet been established

• This study aims:
- to explore the current status of LCS 

training practices
- to identify existing gaps
- to define key competencies to be further 

included in LCS educational curricula

ü European project5

ü Structured cross-sectional survey

ü 11 closed and open-ended items

ü 35 European Experts invited via email

ü Individual Zoom interview

ü Data collection: May-November 2025

ü Descriptive statistics 

Take-home messages

Countries, n=14

Training Activities

Activity Countries
n (%)

Mandatory
Yes, n (%)

Established 
Programmes 4 (28.6%) 2 (50%)

Learning 
Initiatives 6 (42.9%) 0 (0%)

Planned 
Programmes 4 (28.6%) -

• 25 LCS-experts were interviewed (response rate 71.4%, 
25/35) including 10 radiologists, 8 pulmonologists, 4 
thoracic surgeons.

• Radiologists (96%), pulmonologists (80%), and GPs 
(60%) were identified as the main target groups for 
training.

• On a 6-point Likert scale (0= not important, 5= 
extremely important), experts indicated limited 
awareness of training needs as the most relevant gap 
(mean 2.8±2.2). 

• Key educational areas to be strengthened included 
management of incidental findings (4.5±0.6) and 
confident use of guidelines for nodule management 
(3.8±1.8). 

Training Priorities

Future efforts should focus on 
translating these results into actionable 
educational frameworks applicable 
across different European contexts

There is a need for harmonised and 
structured LCS training across Europe

Key priorities include strengthening 
technical skills and communication
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